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FEARFUL ACCIDENT ON THR NORTH-
EASTERN RAILWAY.
TWO MEN XILLED.

A. melancholy aceident occurred on Friday night,
a short distance from Usworth Station, on the North-
Eastern Railway, which resulted in the loss of two
lives; namely, those of John Cragga, 35 vears of age,
farmer, Strother House, Usworth, and Thos. Richard-
sou, aged 61, Lrickiaker at Usworth Colliery, It
appears that Crages had been on a visit tq Richard-
won, and the latter apgreed to accompany him to his
home, which was about a quarter of a mile
distant,  The railway being the uecarest road
and the best to travel upon, they selected it, and pro-
ceeded on their journey.  After they had gone a
short w.., tiiey observed a goods train coming down
| at a vapid pace, and they sbepped on the up line. -It
15 stabed that both men werve slightly deaf. More-
aver, the rails were covered witl snow, and in that
state 2 train is not casily heard, A Passenger train,
due at Newcastle at half-past ten ¢’clock, coming
ulong at an impetuous rate, the unforty nate men, un-
aware of 1t3 approach, were struck by it. The engine-
driver of this train had seen the figure of a man, and
suspecting that he had ecome into collision with some
one, he at once reversed his engine, and brought it to
a stand as soon as he was able, On gomg back
a man was found destitute of one leg ; this was
Richardson, and he was dead. On a further
search Oraggs was discovered in a ditch in & deplorable
ntate—his skull being fractured, part of his boot be-
| 105 torn away, he having been hit by the engine, and
there was no doubt that he was the man whom the |
engine driver had seen. He wasg insensible, and both
were taken to Newcastle, The hody of Richardsen
was laid out in one of the offices at the Central Sta-
tion to await being ¢laimed by his friends. Craggs
Was couveyed to the Infirmary, where he died on
Suturday morning at four o'clock.
THE INQUESTX,

On Saturday evening, Mr J. T. Hoyle, coronet,
held inquests at the Durham Ox Inn, Cattle Market;
hirst upon the body of ‘Thomas Richardson, and next
upon the body of John Gragrs.  ‘The jury having
viewed the bodies, the following evidence was re-
ceived ;—

T'homas Richardson spoke to the identity of his fa-
ther; and after stating the facts as to his father ac-
companying Cragss home, &e., added, that they had
to cross the railway to get to Craggs’ repidence—
Strother House. There was a notice up against tres-
passing on theline.

John Laidler, of Gateshead, said: On Friday night
he was driving the passcnger train which left York at
7°15 p.m., aud arrived at Newcestle at 1039 p.m,
They were just about time wien the train caine 6o
Usworth. The train got to Usworth about six
minutes past ten.  The train wag going at the usual
speed—about 45 miles an hour.  The line was level.
The gronnd was covered with snove,  His attention
wns directed to & dark spot within the space between
the **up” and *“ down” lines of rails, He could not
tell, from the speed the train wasg going at, the great
distance the dark object was off. It was a light
night, but stormy, He did not immediately turn off
- the steam, us he ecounld not make out the durk object,
| and besides it wasnot in front of the engine, 'When
agout 30 yards distans he saw that the dark object
was a man, who made a step forward to pass in front
of the engine., Hesaw him step back again ; and he
thought lie made a kind of stumble, and the buffer in
front of the engine caught him either on his back or
side, and threw him on to the * up” line. He thoupht,
the blow from the buffer of the engine would be suffi-
cient to kill him; but there was a goods train cuming
on the *'up” line, and the wheels of tho engine of

bhat train passed over one of his legs, -and severed it
from the body. The leg was found about forty yards
fror the bory of the deceased, it having been carried
| forward by the wheels of the engine. The deceased
t Was quite dead.  He didl not sce Craggs struck, nor
didhe see him in company with Richardson, when he
| saw the last-numed ontlie ** six-feot.” A guard and
| he found Craggs lying on the ground about five
minutes after they gobt the body of Richardson.
i Craggs was very much “njured, bus wasalj ve; he was |
mouning very Lenvily, and that attracted their atten-
tion to him. Craggs was lying clear of the line
altugether, in the gubter by the side of the *f up ¢’ |
line.
John Cragygs, farmer, West Boldon, said : The other
body shown to the jury was that of his son, John
Craggs, 20 years of nge, Hewasa husbandman, and
worked a farm belonging to him ealled Strother
House, near Usworth, His son left Strother House
at five o'clock on Friday evening to seck in some

mouey owing for potatoes and pigs, and, as far as he
knew, was coming home with Richardson when the
occuirence took place, The occurrence took pluce
near the crossing, and his son and Richardson might
not have been trespassing on the line, but going over
atthe proper crossing to get to Strother House. Ha
had heard that they came along the road to the crois-
ing, but they had no proof of that,

Mr MITFORD, who appeared on behalf of the North-
Eastern Ra,ilway' Comnpany, produced a plan of the
railway, and pointed out where the accident tool
place. He said it was just possible tlig

g _ ¥ the men
bad been crossing at the time at the proper crossing,

The above was the most imporéant testimony given;

and, in eaoh case, the jury returned the same veydict
of ‘° Acqidentally Killed,”
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